
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About Mrs. Gaster: 

Mrs. Gaster is new to Jane Addams this year, but she has 

over ten years of teaching experience. She holds a 

Bachelor’s of Science in Education for English and 

Journalism, a Master’s Degree in Teaching and Learning, 

and a National Board Certification. She will do her very 

best to give your child the tools they need to successfully 

master the 7th grade English Language Arts skills this year.  

gasterja@vvsd.org 

(630) 759-7200 

SAGANMJ@vvsd.org 

(630) 759-7200 

About Mr Sagan: 

Mr. Sagan teaches with Mrs. Gaster during Blocks 1 and 4. 

He graduated from Lewis University with a Masters in 

Special Education. He also has experience working with a 

diverse range of learners in the past. Mr. Sagan is the 

perfect person to provide support and assistance to your 

child to meet their specific needs so that they can have a 

positive and successful learning experience.  

  

I wonder how often my child will have homework for this ELA class… 

Answer: Your child will have a weekly article to read, annotate, correct for grammar, 
and analyze for the author’s argument. They will also be responsible for unfinished in 

class work and work they want regraded to improve their score.   

 



Reading Independently:  

Students will read independently 

every day in class. Please 

encourage them to read for 20 

minutes two days per week 

outside of class to build reading 

stamina.  

Social Emotional Learning: We will focus 
on the main standards and the subsets for 
the following: 

 1C Demonstrate skills related to 
achieving personal and academic goals 

 2A Recognize the feelings and 
perspectives of others. 

 2C Use communication and social 
skills to interact effectively with others 

 3A Consider ethical, safety, and 
societal factors in making decisions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaking and Listening: Students will 

learn strategies to create their own questions to 

foster discussion with their peers in small and 

whole group settings as well as strategies for 

speaking and presenting to larger groups. SL.7.1 

SL.7.4 

 

Reading and Writing: A main focus 

for this year will be for students to 

master how to make claims, cite 

supportive, relevant textual evidence, 

and explain how that evidence 

supports their claim. Our focus will be 

to write formally while utilizing 

strategies to organize our ideas. RI.7.1 

RL.7.1 W.7.1.  

**YOU CAN HELP YOUR CHILD 

PRACTICE AT HOME BY ASKING 

THEM TO EXPLAIN HOW THEY 

KNOW THINGS TO BE TRUE. MAKE 

THEM BACK UP THEIR POINTS 

WITH EVIDENCE AND LOGICAL 

REASONING.** 

Ways to help your child succeed this 

year at JA: 

 Encourage your child to check their grades 

often on Infinite Campus. 

 Once Parent Portal becomes available, set up 

alerts for significant changes in your child’s 

performance. 

 Notify teachers if something is happening in 

your child’s life that might make it hard to 

focus, so we can better support your child’s 

needs at school.  

 Encourage your child to use their school 

provided planner to keep track of homework 

and other important dates. 

 

For this class your child will need: 
 Pens (Blue or Black) 

 Highlighter 

 College Rule Loose leaf paper  

 Pencils 

 Independent Reading Book A folder/ binder to keep your papers 
for class 

 Headphones/earbuds that work with their Chromebook 
** Every student is asked to bring in a box of tissue for the class to use.  

Please remind your child to charge their Chromebook at night. 


